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enced  dwindling  attendance. 

The  event,  a  mainstay  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  life  now  more  than  30  years  old. 


has  been  well-attended  from  the  start.  H 
Several  years  ago  organizers  moved  itH 
from  the  Coliseum  to  Mississippi 
Memorial  Stadium  in  Jackson  to  acco- 
modate  climbing  attendance,  but  a  vio- 
lent  thunderstorm  wiped  out  the  event 
and  prompted  a  return  to  the  Coliseum.  H 

A  twin  event  format  was  then  ifnple-.^ 
mented,  with  the  regular  Friday  evening 
gathering  and  the  addition  of  a  second 
gathering  on  the  following  Saturday  mom- 
mg.  The  Saturday  morning  version  didn't 
catch  on,  however,  and  organizers  returned  to 
the  Friday-night-only  format. 

An  underlying  but  largely  un^oken 
concern  for  the  2002  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  was  the  unknown  effect  that 
the  events  of  September  11  might  have  on 
attendance.  With  virtually  every  seat  in 
the  arena  occupied  by  the 
7  p.m.  start  time,  plan- 
ners  were  relieved  when 
their  concerns  failed 

"We're  proud  that 
Mississippi  Baptist  young 
people  camen»\pecting 
be  confronted  with 
Gospel  numbers  that 
were  just  as  good  as  years 


Nasser 
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A  clear  voice  emerges 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Most  Christians  would  probably 
agree  that  the  many  compo¬ 
nents  of  the  American  enter¬ 
tainment  media  are  out  of  control.  Regular 
readers  of  the  Editor's  notebook  know  that 
is  the  position  of  this  writer. 

A  quick  scan  of  network  and  cable  televi¬ 
sion  offerings  any  night  of  the  week  will 
reveal  story  lines  dealing  with  just  about 
every  per\’ersion  known  to  manKind,  from 
pedopnilia  to  bestiality  to  necrophilia. 
Violence  is  rampant,  and  murder  is  com¬ 
monplace.  Homosexualiri'  and  witchcraft 
are  portrayed  as  normal  lifestyles,  while 

-  religious  people  are  depicted  as  prej- 

uoiced,  controlling,  and  diabolical. 

Who  would  have  thought  that 
America  would  one  day  be 
swamped  with  all  this  cultural  sew¬ 
erage?  Even  worse,  who  would  ■ 
have  thought  that  Christians  by  and 
large  would  be  the  ones  ridiculed 
and  accused  of  wrongdoing  for 
opposing  such  trash? 

That's  the  entertainment  media 
in  America  today,  but  there  are 
some  members  of  that  elite  (and 
elitist)  throng  who  have  managed 
H.  to  hold  on  to  their  character  and 
I  integrity.  Sometimes  it  seems  as  if 
there  aren't  any  show  business  peo¬ 
ple  like  that  left,  but  there  are. 

More  than  a  few  people  might  be 
surprised  to  know  that  Pat  Sajak  is  one  of 
those  p)eople.  Sajak,  longtime  host  of  the 
popular  syndicated  game  show  Wheel  of 
Fortune,  is  a  Vietnam  veteran  (he  volun¬ 
teered)  who  began  his  career  as  a  radio  disc 
jockey  and  television  weathermai>C“ 

In  1981,  he  was  hired  to  host  the  fledg¬ 
ling  Wheel  of  Fortune  show  and,  as  they 
say,  the  rest  is  history.  Sajak  has  gone  on  to 
win  three  Emmys  ana  earn  a  star  on 
Hollywood's  well-known  Walk  of  Fame. 

^Jak  has  reached  an  enviable  position 
in  Hollywood.  He's  undoubtedly  had 
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every  chance  imaginable  to 
become  one  of  the  Beautiful  ''THI 

People  and  adopt  their  j 

lifestyles  and  mores.  He  has 
decided  not  to  do  so. 

Sajak  has  chosen  to  raise  his  rVrV 
family  in  a  suburb  of  Annapolis, 

Md.,  where  his  children  can  be 
close  to  their  grandparents.  He 
dcx?sn't  mind  jetting  to  the  West 
Coast  when  it's  time  to  tape 
Wheel  of  Fortune.  In  ,a  recent 

Seech  delivered  at  Hillsdale 
)llege's  Spring  Convocation 
in  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  he 
explained  his  rationale. 

"One  of  the  dangers  of  my  - 
business  is  that  it  has  the 
potential  to  fill  you  with  a  dis¬ 
torted  view  of  life  and  of  your 
importance  in  it.  And  it's 
understandable  in  a  way.  If  you 
are  part  of  a  successful  enter- 
prise,  people  treat  you  very  1|'^ 
well.  Tney  send  limos  for  you. 

They  tiptoe  around  you.  They 
pretend  that  the  most  out¬ 
landish  and  inane  things  you 
might  say  are  important  and 
quotablov;^"  Sajak  said. 

While  admitting  that  he  has  1— — 
been  happy  to  cash  his  paychecks  from 
Hollywood,  he  pointed  out  that  living  and 
working  in  such  an  environment  can 
quickly  corrupt  one's  thinking. 

"How  can  you  write  about  people  fairly 
if  they  seem  so  out  of  touch  with  what  you 
are  used  to  in  everyday  life?  That  might 
help  explain  why  religion  is  rarely  depict¬ 
ed  as  a  natural  part  of  life  in  the  average 
sitcom  or  drama  series,  despite  the  fact  that 
tens  of  millions  of  Americans  say  that  it  is 
important  to  them... 

^'You  see,  they  (Hollywood)  are  — for  the 
most  part  —  clueless.  Clueless  about  this 
country  and  its  people.  Clueless  about  you... 


^'thb  reason  you've  not  seen 
us  IN  CHURQH  LATEky  1$  MEVB 
NICNEO  our  mfilABERSHlP  to  tm 

PSYCHIC  FRIENES  NErWORIC  J  •> 


Who  do  you  people  out  here  —  the  ones  they 
fly  over  on  their  way  to  the  other  Coast  for 
meetings  —  who  do  you  think  you  are? 

"Well,  you  are  this  country.  You  are  its 
future...  the  center  is  not  Los  Angeles  or 
New  York.  This  power  is  not  in  Hollywood 
or  Washington.  The  power  is  here  (with 
you),"  he  said. 

-♦  Wise  words,  well  spoken.  It  is  indeed 
time  our  voices  were  heard  when  we  com¬ 
plain  about  the  excesses  of  the  American 
entertainment  media.  Are  you  ready  to 
take  a  stand?  Pray  about  it,  and  then  act. 

Source:  Imprimis;  vol.  31,  no.  7 


My  wife,  a  pediatric 
nurse,  recently 
received  a  member¬ 
ship  campaign  letter  from 
Planned  Parenthood,  an  orga¬ 
nization  that  champions 
"reproductive  rights." 

Such  items  as  this  letter  usu¬ 
ally  find  their  way  to  the  trash 
can  in  swift  fashion,  but  I  asked 
her  not  to  throw  it  away  because 
the  letter  represents  —  better 
than  any  piece  of  literature  I 
have  ever  read  —  just  how.I^m 
perceived  in  tgds^'s  world. 

The  letter  isuke  a  football 
playbook  that  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  opposing  team. 
Planned  Parenthood  wants  to 
drive  down  the  field  and  score 
with  the  American  people. 
What  are  their  plays?  They 
might  read  something  like  this: 

•  The  outlandish  accusation.  All 
conservative  Christians  who 
agree  with  men  like  conserva¬ 
tive  commentator  and  president 
of  Focus  on  the  Family  James 
Dobson  are  devils  who  detest 
personal  liberW-  Remind  the 
public  that  if  they  don't  agree 
with  these  Christians,  the 
Christians  might  just  kill  them. 

This  play  is  intended  to 
knock  the  opponent  off-balance 
and  is  good  tor  short  yardage. 

•  The  negative  label.  If  some¬ 
one  doesn't  agree  with  our  lib¬ 
eral  agenda,  quickly  declare 
that  they  are  bigoted,  unedu¬ 
cated,  intolerant,  extremist,  and 


Guest  Opinion: 


How  I  am  perceived 

By  Gregory  Tomlin 
Southwestern  Seminary 
Ft.  Worth;  Texas 


,  hateful.  While  they  spend  time 
'  proving  they  aren't,  we're  still 
in  business. 

•  The  financial  redirect. 
Money  is  our  real  reason  for 
killing  these  children.  The  more 
children  we  abort  the  more 
money  wd  make.  Since  we  can't 
state  our  true  feelings  about 
money,  always  remember  to 
say"  that  we  have  the  best  inter¬ 
est  of  the  women  at  heart. 

Remember  that  we  are  here  to 
provide  affordable  reproductive 
planning  and  reduce  the  need 
for  abortions.  They'll  never  catch 
on  and  you  can  keep  running. 

•  The  "we  care  more  than  you. " 
If  a  Christian  ever  speaks  to 
you  about  abortion,  tell  them 
that  we  are  actually  sparing  the 
child  from  a  life  of  rejection  and 
hardship.  Killing  the  child  actu¬ 
ally  proves  that  we  care  more 
than  they  do. 

•  The  Chicken  Little.  Tell  the 
public,  "If  these  Christians  suc¬ 


ceed  in  outlawing  abortion,  the 
rest  of  our  freedoms  will  be  taken 
away  by  Christian  Big  Brother." 
Simply  put,  the  sky  will  fall. 

•  The  minority  report.  Tell  the 
public  that  Christians  who 
oppose  abortion, are  a  "fringe 
minority"  and  then  overstate 
our  level  of  support.  Let's  say 
80%  —  no,  90%  -—  of 
Americans  agree  with  us. 

Planned  Parenthood  ran  all 
six  plays  in  the  letter. 

vVhen  my  daughters  were 
born,  I  opened  my  Bible  to 
Psalm  139:14-16  and  wrote 
their  names,  dates  of  birth, 
lengths,  and  weights  in  the 
margin  of  the  page.  On  numer¬ 
ous  occasions  I  have  returned 
to  the  passage  to  marvel  at  both 
the  beauty  of  the  text  and  its 
theological  implications. 

The  psalmist  David  wrote  of 
Ciod's  intimate  knowledge  of  his 
bones  and  kidneys  and  of  his 
gentle  care  in  "knitting"  him 


together  in  his  mother's  womb. 
God,  he  also  wrote,  had  seen  his 
"unformed  substance"  or,  in 
Talmudic  Hebrew,  his  "embryo." 

Most  interestingly,  Goa  is 
described  as  having  written  in 
his  book  all  the  days  ordained  for 
the  psalmist  "before  one  of  them 
came  to  be."  How  much  more 
does  he  care  for  those  defenseless 
children  unfortunate  enough  to 
be  labeled  "unintended  pregnan¬ 
cies"  by  organizations  suor  as 
Planned  Parenthood? 

I,  as  a  Christian,  must  pro¬ 
mote  (to  borrow  a  phrase  from 
President  Bush)  "a  culture  of 
life."  That  means  I  must  sup¬ 
port  abortion-alternative  crisis  • 
'pregnancy  centers,  laud  absti¬ 
nence  until  marriage  as  the 
only  responsible  method  of' 
family  planning,  and  pray  that 
God  will  dissuade  those  in  the 
abortion  industry  from  killing 
what  he  has  created. 

1  must  also  convince  my 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
that  we,  as  a  church,  are  to  be 
more  than  pro-birth.  We  must 
be  pro-life  and  willing  to  accAt 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for 
unwanted  children. 

If  these  actions  earn  me  the 
titles  of  "fundamentalist," 
"fanatic"  and  "radical,"  then  I 
will  wear  them  as  badges  of 
honor. 

Tomlin  is  news  director  at 
Southwestern  Seminary. 
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The  earliest  known  honiinld 


Debate  heats  up  on  latest  African  fossil  find 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
A  chimpanzee-like  skull  in 
size  anci  shape,  a  large  brow 
akin  to  a  gorilla,  and  some 
human-like  teeth  —  all  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  latest  archaeologi¬ 
cal  find,  named  "Toumai"  — 
do  not  enhance  the  cause  of 
Darwinian  evolution,  scien¬ 
tists  said  after  widespread 
publicity  on  the  discovery. 

Jonathan  VVejls,  one  of  the 
leading  thinkers  in  the  intelli- 
n  movement,  remains 
il  of  evolution  as  ever. 


"could  sink  our  current  ideas 
about  human  evolution." 

•  The  New  York  Times  stat¬ 
ed  that  Toumai’s  remains  "sug¬ 
gest  an  evolutionary  complexi¬ 
ty  and  diversity  in  'human  ori¬ 
gins  that  seem  to  defy  descrip¬ 
tion  by  the  simplified  family 
trees  of  the  past."^ 


we  teach  about  evolution 
wrong"  (Regnery,  2000),  told 
Baptist  Press  that  the  most 
important  issue  raised  by 
Toumai  is  not  whether  it  js 
the  oldest  such  fossil  on 
record  (science  methodology 
estimates  it  to  be  seven  mil¬ 
lion  years  old)  nor  whether 
ape-like  creatures  may  have 
preceded  humans. 

"The  most  important 
is  whether  human  beings 
originated  accidentally,  by  an 
unguided  natural  1 
did  not  have  us  in  mind, 
design,  through  a  creative  act 
of  God,"  said  Wells, 
holds  Ph.D.  degrees  in  reli- 


is  panzees;  the  chimpanzee  fossil 
record  is  empty.  I 

"This  leads  me  to  suspect 
that  Toumai's  discoverers  were 
tcH)  eager  to  find  human  ances¬ 
tors  and  too  willing  to  overkxik 
the  possibility  that  their  disctiv- 
ery  may  have  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  human  origins." 

Wells  stated  that  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  humans  and  chim- 
issue  panzees  from  a  common  ances¬ 
tor  would  be  plausible  "if  there 
were  a  natural  mechanism 
process  that  capable  of  accomplishing  it." 

“  .L.  J,  or  by  The  mechanism  propoijed 

t  in  modern  evolutionary  theo- 
who  ry  is  a  combination  of  natural 
i-  selection  ancl  random  varia- 

6ious  studies  from  Yale  tions,  with  new  variations 
diversity  and  in  molecular  being  supplied  by  genetic 
and  cell  biology  from  the  mutations. 

University  of  California  at 

Berkeley.  _ 

"If  fossils  cannot  tell  us  any- 
thing  reliable  about  ancestry 
and  descent,  much  less  can  they 
tell  us  how  any  particular  fossil 

_ ^ 


BAPTISTS 


as  doubi 

"Proponents  of  Darwinian 
evolution  simply  assume  on 
theoretical  grounds  that 
humans  evolved  from  ape¬ 
like  creatures,  then  they  plug 
fossil  finds  into  their  theoreti¬ 
cal  framework. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Wells  said  in 
comments  to  Baptist  Press.  "It 
is  precisely  the  scarcity  of  the 
evidence  that  gets  Darwinists 
so  excited  when  something  — 
anything!  —  turns  up. 

'The  result  is  the  exuberant 
hype  that  now  accompanies 
Toumai." 

Toumai  was  heralded  in  the 
July  11  issue  of  the  journal 
Nature  and  in  an  a<;company- 

ing^spate  of  news  stories.  .  _ _ _ 

The  skull  and  fragments  Toumai"  from  the  African  nation  of  Christians 
comprising  Toumai  were  Chad,  is  heralded  in  the  July  1 1  issue  human  be 
unearthed  by  scientists  led  by  the  journal  Nature  and  in  several  bv  desien 
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D.C.  benefits  opposed 

WASHINGTC^  (BF)  —  A  Republican  congressman  is  looking 
at  ways  to  overturn  a  law  that  mnts  nuKmge  benefits  to  the 
domem  parlnen  of  District  of  Cuumbia  employees  -  a  measiire 
thatcoracrvatives  said  was  ««Bed  on  soon  after  11  by  law¬ 
makers  unware  of  provkiona  in  the  bill  that  wnocimine  tradi¬ 
tional  fiBonilies,  CNSNewsjoeai  reported  luly  15.  Rep.  David  Vttter, 
a  mendwf  of  the  D.C.  subooaHsittee  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  and  chairman  of  a  subcommittee  for  the  House 
Republican  Policy  Committee,  is  lookmg  at  "feasible  legislative 
strategies"  to  overturn  the  Hsaifii  Care  Bowfits  Expansion  Act  of 
1992,  which  went  into  effect  during  the  week  of  ftiy  8,  Newman 
said.  The  law,  jqsproved  by  the  D.C.  Qty  Council  in  June 
estid>li8hes  a  systan  of  regiatiation  for  utmuuried,  a^ubitating 
couples  -  itKluding  same  sex  couples  -  that  would  give  them 
benrats  normally  extended  caily  to  married  coi^:4es.  Snce  1992, 
Conness  has  prohibited  the  Dirtrict  of  Columbia  from  using  fed¬ 
eral  runds  to  irrmfement  the  act  but  in  September;  the  l%xise 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  not  dead,  despite  the  warnings 
issued  by  some^outhem  Baptists  oppt>sed  to  the  denomination's  current 
direction,  according  to  Herschel  Hobhs,  widely  regarded  as  the  conven¬ 
tion's  elder  statesman.  He  advised  disgruntled  moderate-conser\atives 
not  to  leave  the  denomination. 


Foy  Rogers  retires  after  22  years  as  director  of  thi'  CiH>perative  Mis.sions 
Department  of  the  Mi.ssissippi  B.iptisf  Con\enfion  Btvird.  He  s.iid  (»n  his 
last  day,  prior  to  a  banquet  given  in  his  honor,  that  he  felt  he'd  aca>m- 
plished  the^wls  he  set  tor  his  department  22  years  earlier. 


The  Chester  Swor  class  of  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  celebrates  its 
first  anniversary.  The  class  of  16-year-old  h«>ys  is  namtxf  for  Chester 
Swor,  who  is  "now  engaged  in  evangelism  work  throughout  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  territory.  spt.*cializing  in  youth  revivals 
and  youth  week  programs."  ■' 


Thk  Baptist  Rn  iwn 


'Born-alive' 
bill  going  to 
White  House 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 
Legislation  providing  legal 
protection  to  fultyyjCl^ered 
babies,  even  whellR^bortion 
is  intended,  elided  its 
highest  hurdle  The 

U.S.  Senate  passed  by 
unanimous  consent  the 
Born-alive  Infants  Protec¬ 
tion  Act  (H.R.  2175).  The 
Senate  action  followed  by 
four  months  the  House  oi 
Representatives'  approval  of 
the  bill.  The  House  adopted 
the  bill  by  voice  vote  in 
mid-March. 

President  Bush  has  sig¬ 
naled  he  will  sign  it  into  law. 
The  bill  clarifies  that  a  new¬ 
born  child  fully  outside  his 
mother's  womb  is  a  person  to 
be  protected  under  federal 
law.  It  was  first  proposed  in 
2000  aftw  the  U.S.  Supreme 
-Court  struck  down  a  state  law 
barring  partial-birth  abor¬ 
tions  and  after  congressional 
testimony  was  heard  describ¬ 
ing  an  abortion  method  in 
which  newborns  who  survive 
are  allowed  to  die. 

The  procedure,  which 
nurses  testified  is  used  at 
Christ  Hospital  in  Chicago, 
is  called  live-birth  abortion. 
In  the  method,  delivery  is 
induced.  If  the  baby  sur¬ 
vives  the  procedure,  ne/she 
is  left  unattended  to  die. 


Mississippi  Baptists  wrap  li^  NYC  work 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Final  in  a  series 

As  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Team  continued 
their  July  work  at  the  Fresh 
Kills  site  on  Staten  Island  in 
New  York  City  —  the  final 
home  for  the  millions  of  tons  of 
debris  from,  the  World  Trade 
Center’ —  -one  of  the  unique 
opportunities  for  the 
Mississippi  volunteers  came 
with  the  "nvdration  runs." 

Water  and  juices  were  sup- 

f>lied  for  the  workers  out  in  the 
ield,  so  hydration  stations  — 
little  more  than  wixxien  sheds 
and  ccxilers  —  were  scattered 
about  the  site. 

In  order  to  make  periixlic 
deliveries  of  ice,  water,  and 
juice  to  these  stations,  volun¬ 
teers  had  to  don  Tyvek  body 
suits  (actually  made  of  a' 
fibrous,  sturdy  paper),  yellow 


"Since  then,  she  hasi 
been  sleeping,"  he  conti 
ued,  his  eyes  mistir 
"She  won't  go  up  in  a  t 
building,  and  she  woi 
take  any  public  trar 
portation.  1  don’t  know 
we'll  ever  get  over  it." 

Sometimes  wor 
weren't  necessa 

Workers  at  Fresh  Kills 
the*  name  is  derived  fn 
the  language  of  the  ori] 
nal  Dutch  settlers 
would  often  come  in, 
through  the  ser\  ing  li 
and  fix  their  meals,  th 
go  into  the  dining  tent 
eat.  It  was  common  to  ;■ 
these  workers  finish  eat-  _  _ 

ing,  throw  their  plates  accept  deliveries  of  food  to  be  served  at  the  Hilltop  Cafe  on  the  Fresh  Kills  land- 
and  cups  away,  and  sim-  f,||  staten  Island  in  New  Yark  City.  Here,  workers  lx}gin  the  preparation 
ply  lay  their  heads  down  process  of  serving  several  hundred  meals  per  day.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
on  the  tables  —  some- 

plane  hit,"  he  said.  "We  were  dis- 
itched  to  die  scene,  arxi 


PREPPINC  FOR  MEALS  —  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers 


times  napping,  other  times  just 
to  escape  the  noise  and  activity. 

Mississippi  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  and  Salvation  Army  chap- 


patcncd  to  the  scene,  arxi  we 
Knew  immediately  that  we  had 
to  work  as  fast  as  possible  to  get 

- out  of  the  building. 

was  burning,  we 
n’t  think  of  the 
of  a  collapse, 
just  moved  an 
injured  woman  to  what  I 
thought  was  a  safe  Icxra- 
tion,  and  had  turned 
back  to  go  into  the  build*- 
ing  when  the  first  col- 
lapsb  happened.  1 
crouched  down  behind  a 
truck  and  covered  my 
head.  I  knew  beyond  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  1 
was  about  to  die.  I 
thought  about  my  wife, 
my  two  kids,  and  won¬ 
dered  who  was  going  to 
take  care  of  them. 

"You  can't  imagine  the 
sound.  It  turrred  as  black 
as  midnight.  I  covered 
SORTING  DEBRIS  —  Heavy  equipment  at  the*  Fresh  Kills  site  seems  to  take  my  head  and  prayed  that 
on  a  life  of  its  own  as  workers  continue  sorting  through  the  rubble  of  the  World  death  would  come  quick 
Trade  Center.  The  structure  at  right  contains  "sifting"  equipment  to  help  tlrxl  any  and  painless.  ^  you  can 
evidence  (x  human  remains  frrxn  the  disaster.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin)  imagine  how  1  felt  when  1 

looked  up,  saw  light,  and 

lains  would  sometimes  sit  with  'realized  that  I  wasn’t  dead, 
the  workers  at  mealtimes.  There  wasn’t  anything  to  do 
Some  of  tjie  workers  would  be  but  get  back  to  work,"  he  con- 
cordial  but  not  conversational;  eluded  with  a  shrug, 
other  times  they  would  open  One  especially  poignant 
up  and  share  their  experiences.  -  moment  came  when  an  elderly 
One  common 
theme  was  the  con¬ 
tinual  wonder  at  why 
a  group  fi|om 
Mississippi  (or  other 
states  for  that  matter), 
would  give  of  their 
time  working  in  such 
a  harsh  environment. 

With  few  exceptions, 
the  workers  were  ver- 


rubber  lxx>ts,  and  respirators 
which  lookt*d  like  purple  pastel 
versions  of  military  gas  masks. 

After  delivering  provisions 
around  the  site  in  a  van,  the 
Tyvek  suits  were  discarded  and 
the  boots  scrubbed  down  and 
decontaminated.  , 

Every  person  had  a  story. 
One  member  of  the  Armjp- 
Corps  of  Engineers  told  of 
how,  on  the  morning  of 
September  11,  he  had  gone  into 
Manhattan  and,  for  whatever 
reason,  his  subway  train 
missed  his  stop.  That  missed 
stop  prevented  him  from  being 
at  the  World  Trade  Center  site 
when  the  first  plane  hit. 

"My  sister  had  driven  into 
the  city  right  before  me,"  he 
said,  "and  I  knew  after  the  first 
lane  hit  1  had  to  find  her.  I 
eaded  back  toward  Battery 
Park  to  kxik  for  her,  and  just 
happened  up  on  her  in  the 
lobkw  of  a  hotel. 

"She  was  bruised  and 
blcxidy)  and  her  shoes  were 
missing,  but  she  was  still  alive, 
thank  Grxj.  She  had  no  idea 
how  she  got  there. 


Japanese  family  visited  the 
Fresh  Kills  site.  The  couple, 
along  with  a  son,  daughter-in- 
law,  and  two  small  children 
had  come  to  the  landfill  to 
meet  those  who  were  involved 
in  the  recovery  effort,  and  to 
leave  flowers  in  memory  of 
their  son. 

Their  son  had  worked  in  one 
of  the  twin  towers,  and  none  of 
his  remains  had  been  found. 

The  couple  spoke  no 
English,  nor  did  they  need  to.* 
The  mother  had  several  photos 
of  her  lost  son,  one  being  of  her 
son  and  his  father  in  mint  of 
one  of  the  now  vanished  build¬ 
ings.  Her  barely  contained 
anguish  moved  evervone. 

Recov’ery  work  at  "Fresh  Kills 
is  now'  officially  complete. 
While  plans  are’being  debated 
as  to  tne  future  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  site,  the  futua*  of 
those  involved  in  the  tragedy 

—  both  as  victims  and  workers 

—  will  be  forever  changed  by 
the  events  of  9/ IF. 

For  the  Mississippi  volun¬ 
teers  w'ho  serveci  at  Fresh 
Kills,  Ground  Zero,  and  other 
sites  in  New  York,  their 
awareness  of  needs  in  the 
midst  of  disaster  and  the 
hope  God  gives  will  be  forev¬ 
er  stamped  on  their  souls. 

Yet,  tne  next  disaster  awaits. 


bally  appreciative. 

"You  can't  imagine 
what  it's  like,  know¬ 
ing  that  there  are  so 
many  p>wple  who 
care,'’  said  a  New 
York  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  officer  officer. 

In  one  extended 
conversation  with  a 
firefighter,  the  reality 

of  how  close  death  can  HELPING  HANDS  —  An  American  flag,  one  of  several  encouraging  dis- 
approach  was  made  plays  of  love  and  concern  sent  by  school  children  from  all  over  the  coun- 
ciear.  "I  w’ason  duty  in  fry,  rests  in  the  dining  tent  of  the  Fresh  Kills  landfill.  The  flag  is  composed 
the  city  when  the  first  of  handprints  of  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Till  BaimisT  Ricuri) 


July  25, 2002 


program  counting  successes 


By  Tiin  Nicholas 
Staff  Writer 


'Life'  plates 
upheld  in 
fed  court 


as  a  production  line 
worker  at  a  factory 
that  makes  furniture 
covering  samples. 
Without  reliable 
tr^portation.  West 
being  able  to  work 
there  would  have 
been  impossible. 

When  her  old  car 
broke  down  for  what 
turned  out  to  be  the 
final  time,  local 
CWJC  director 

Cheryl  Nelson  men¬ 
tioned  West's  predi¬ 
cament  to  her  hus¬ 
band 


Union  (WMU)  and 
the  national  WMU 
office  in  Birmingham. 
Former  Mississippi 
WMU  President 
Sandra  Nash  of 
Clinton  is  the  state's 
CWJC  coordinator.  At 
the  Mississippi  level, 
the  program  is  sup- 

Earted  by  gifts  to  the 
ooperative  Program. 
Tupelo's  CWJC 
chapter  has  graduat¬ 
ed  24  women  who  in 
many  cases  have 
gone  on  to  hold  good 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  fed¬ 
eral  judge  has  dismissed  a  law¬ 
suit  brought  by  abortion  rigfrts 
advocates  seeing  to  strike 
down  a  Florida  law  authorizing 
specialty  "Choose  Life"  license 
pilates  -  yet  claiming  their  move¬ 
ment  deserves  some  of  the  prof¬ 
its  from  the  plates  over  the  last 
two  years,  CNSNews.com 
reported  July  18. 

Federal  Judge  K.  Michael 
Moore  ruled  that  the  plain- 
tifft-^acked  standing  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  law  because  they 
hacT  never  applied  for  their 
own  specialty  plate  and 
been  denied.  He  also  ruled 
that  striking  down  the 
license  plate  law  would 
"deprive  the  current  speak¬ 
ers,  including  defendants 
[Patricia]  Morris  and 
[Edwina]  Booth,  of  their 
rights  to  free  speech  as 
secured  by  the  First 
Amendment."  Morris  and 
Booth,  both  pro-lifers. 


owns  Nelson  Auto 
Baldwyn 

and  had  Just  the  right  ^ 

car  for  West. 

doesn't  1 

usually  take  trade- 

was  an  '83 

LTD  and  he  said  he  GOING  TO  WORK  —  Laura  West  (second  from  right)  of  Tu 
would  be  happy  to  Wornen's  Job  Corps  (CWJC)  graduate,  admires  her  donated 
donate  it,"  Cheryl  Tupelo  CWJC  director  Cheryl  Nelson  (right),  CWJC  volunteer 
Nelson  said.  (second  from  left),  and  Ralph  Cain,  associate  director  of  m 

However,  the  19-  Association  in  Tupelo.  (BR>photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 

year-old  car  needed - - - 

a  new  starter  and  a  fresh  set  of  brakes.  A 
local  Baptist  church  group  decided  to 
anonymously  fund  the  repairs  and 


P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3323 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 


new  job.  West  recently  ext.  323.  E-mail:  tanderson@mbcb 


apam  just  had  a  big  anniver-  ^ps 
sary.  I'm  not  talking  about  the  Bfc^ 
new  use  of  the  wore!  describing 
junk  e-mail.  I'm  talking  about 
the  cube  of  fexxi!  It  showed  up  .K 
on  the  market  place  65  years 
ago  and  pcxrple  nave  been  eat-  B^^ 
ing  it  ever  since. 

At  the  recent  anniversary 
celebration,  the  ^am  folks  said 
that  a  can  of  ^am  is  eaten  Also,  this 
every  3.1  seconds  around  the  all  the  S 
clock.  I’m  sure  they  have  the  placed  en< 
data  to  support  their  claim,  but  the  globe  i 
personally  i  have  not  eaten  one  Pdy  tea 
bite  of  Sfum  in  40  years  and  it  ing  Spaun 
has  been  decades  sirree  I  have 
seen  anyone  eat  ^>am! 

Fm  not  opposed  to  Spam,  ^ _ _ 

but  I  don't  eat  it  for  a  number  of  dealing  with  tiie 
reasons,  three  of  which  Fve  list-  Some  folks 
ed  here:  folks  don't.  Some  folks  buy  it; 

•  I  just  dem’t  particularly  otiiers  would  iH>t  dare, 

like  the  way  it  tastes.  Honestly,  in  all  of  my  years  1 

•  I  do  not  know  what  it  is.  have  never,  ever,  seen  anyone 

•  AJ^  dog  food  looks  more  get  upset  over  P 

apperfii«.  mstance; 

Aoooroing  to  the  Sp^  pro-  •  I've  never  known  of 
duoers,  I  am  m  the  minority  since  cme  to  boycott  a  grocery 
more  people  like  %>am  than  because  me 
don't  So,  I  will  just  take  this  their  shelves, 
appoftimity  to  pass  along  my  •  I've  never  heard  of  friends 
congratulations  to  the  manufac-  disagreeing  and  having  a  firac- 
tuiers  of  Spam  and  to  those  con-  tured  relationship  because  one 
noisseurs  of  good  food  whoactu-  Uked  Spam  and  one  did  not. 
aUy  enjoy  eatmg  whatever  that  is.  •  I've  never  seen  a  petition 

Now,  wm  need  to  kiKiw  that  passed  around  about  S^m  nor 
Spam  is  BIG  stuff!  There  is  even  a  have  I  ever  heard  of  a  vote 
Spam  Museum  in  Austin,  Minn,  being  called  on  S^m. 


fim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


•  To  my  knovviedge.  I've  or  kx)  soft, 
never  heard  of  anybody's  •  the  pastor  preaching  tex) 
integrity  being  called  into  long  or  kx)  short. 

3uestion  because  they  did  or  •  the  color  or  kind  of  tie  the 
id  not  like  Spam.  pastor  wears. 

-  -  .  ,  -  ,  •  *  any-  •  or  worse,  the  fact  that  the 

t^  to  up  their  sales,  or  down  body  being  accused  of  being  pastor  did  not  wear  a  tie 
»  “  — *  to  siinply  less  than  good,  godly,  or  decent  •  the  church  did  or  did  not 

r  us  go  about  because  of  their  stand  on  Spam,  use  commitment  cards. 

>am  issue.  •  I've  never  heard  of  a  •  the  temperature  was 

:e  it.  Some  storeowner  being  run  out  of  always  too  cool  or  too  warm. 

town  because  of  his  jxisition  •  they  always  do  the  Lord’s 
on  %>am.  Supper  the  same  way. 

•  I've  never  heard  of  •  or,  they  are  constantly 
unsigned  hate  mail  being  sent  changing  up  the  way  we  do  the 
Spam.  For  because  of  the  Spcim  issue.  Lord  s  Supper. 

No,  I've  never  heard  of  The  list  could  probably  fill  up 
any-  these  things  happening  as  this  edition  ot  The  Baptist 
,  stMe  relates  to  Spam.  Spam  seems  Record,  but  the  point  is  that  mw 
y  sold  %>am  on  to  fit  into  the  realm  of  person-  are  a  multiplicity  of  things  whi^ 
al  OTinion,  taste,  and  practice,  are  rxit  right  or  wrong,  mor^  or 
and  we  all  seem  to  have  the  immoral,  scriptural  or  unsetip 
opinion  of,  "That's  okay."  tural.  Many  of  tfiem  are  just  per- 

Yet,  some  or  all  of  the  sonal  preferences  that  may  have 
above  do  apply  and  action  taken  on  the  cloak  of  tradition, 
has  been  taken  as  relates  to  Just  keep  in  mind  that  when  it 
the  type  of  music  someone  comes  to  those  things,  a  little 
likes  or  uses  in  church,  or  the  Spam  spirituality  might  not 
time  of  the  church  services,  or  hurt  any  of  us. 


The  Baptist  Record 


Bayou  V'iew,  CiulfjHJrt,  will 
n-lobratf  its  4^th  aiini\orsar\  on 
Au^.  IS.  I  hero  will  Iv  Jinnor  in 
thf  1  amilv  l.ito  C  enter  .ind  a  eon- 
eert  at  12:4^  p  m.  Tor  niore  intor- 
matii’ii,  contact  the  church  at 
(22S)  S<'>3-474o,  i>r  \  isit  their  web¬ 
site*  at  ba\ ou\  iew.i>rg.  Thomas 
Mosse*r  is  pastor. 

Pelahatchie  Church, 

Pelahatchie,  on  June  2  celebratt*el 
its  l.'^Hh anni\ersar\  with  sjxviai 
ser\  ice's  and 
dinner  at  the 
c  h  li  r  c  h  . 

J  i>  1 1  e)  w  1  n  g 
the  ser\  ices 


ba*aking  cer- 
eme>nv  was 
held  ft>r  the 
ne*v\  sanctu¬ 
ary  building. 
Pictured 
( from  left) 


Nash,  music 
minister; 

Ste\  e  Mayes, 

&a  s  t  o  r  ;  Grour 

wight 

Ensign,  chairman  of  deacons;  Hal 
Brumfield,  architect;  Andy  Johns, 
cfiairman  of  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee;  Chiarlie  Ward,  oldest  member 
present;  Knox  Ross,  deacon  and 
mayor  of  Pelahatchie. 


Salem  Church  of 
Lcarned/Raymond  will  tor- 
mallv  celebrate  .A  123  ^ears  of 
Victory  in  Jesus,  Aug.  10-14 
I  he  testTVitifs  will  begin  with 
a  come  and  go  happy  nirthday 
part\  on  Aug.  10,  2-4  p.m.,  in 
the  newl\  constructed 
C  hristian  Life  Center.  Sunday 
services  will  be  held  at  11  a.m., 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  b 

[vni.  respectively  with  Matt 
tuckles  and  Jim  lutral  as 


Crowder  Church, 

Crowder,  will  hold  a  voutli 
conference  on  1  hursday,  Aug. 
S  through  Saturday,  Aug.  10, 
with  the  theme.  Soaking  Up 
the  Son.  The  ctmference 
begins  on  Thursday  at  7  p.m. 
and  will  consist  of  worship 
services,  small  group  ses¬ 
sions,  and  games.  Music  will 
be  pro\  ided  by  Way  of 
Salvation,  a  contemporary 
band  from  Brookhaven.  The 


Ground  Breaking  Committee  of  First  Church,  Pelahatchie 


guest  speakers.  Mon. -Wed., 
services  will  be  held  at  7  p  m. 
with  Ken  Anderson,  Fred 
Wolfe,  and  Lee  Kirk,  former 
pastor,  nightly.  Tommy 
Sparkman  will  direct  music. 


Participants  of  Moorhead  Church  Baby  Dedication 


T 


M  I  S  S  I  I  P  P  I 

BAPTISTS 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free  _ 

1-800-821-7263 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 

■  Eldorado  1 1 

•  Starcraft  ^  ^  ■*  *  *  -  ^^-7, 

•  Turtle  Top 

1-800-423-9826 

Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


M  I  A  ^  I  s  s  I  I 

BAPTISTS 


Visit  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
on  the  World  Wide  Web  at: 

wiviv.tnbcb.org 


M  I  \  \  I  S  \  I  f  >  I 

BAPTISTS 


Youth  and  children  of  Locust  Hill  Church,  Pontotoc 


^outh  and  children  of  Brooks  and  Grant  Werner. 
Locust  Hill  Church,  Pontotoc  Randy  Buse  is  pastor. 

County,  who  participated  in  ' 

Bible  (irills  are  (front  niw,  from  Crossview,  Brandon,  u  ill  host 
left)  Bridgette  Fain,  [amie  Heaven's  Cirace  Quartet  of 
Coltharp,  Cassidy  Blavlock;  Braitdon/ Pearl  area  in  a  goswl 
(middle  row)  Justin  Warner,  singingjuly  2Sathp.m.  Foraodi- 
Luke  Werner,  Timothy  Fain,,  tional  information, call  Raymond 
John  Coltharp;  (back  row)  Matt  Dyess,  at  (6t)l)  9.44-2173. 


featured  speaker  will  be 
Jeremy  Ellis  of  Country 
Woods  Church,  Jackson.  For 
additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  Emily  Tribble  at  (662) 
326-8339  or  (662)  934-8110. 

Moorhead  .Church, 

Moorhead,  held  Children's 
Dedication  on  June  9. 
Pictured,  (from  left,  front  row) 
are  Tiffany  .Miller  Hancock 
with  dai^hter  Jonhayden 
Hancock;  Tony  HanctKk  with 
son  Miller  Jackson  Hancock; 
Robin  Hobbs  with  son  Payne 
Allen  Hobbs;  and  Edgar 
Hobbs,  111  (Tripp);  (back  row) 
Mike  Price  w'ltn  son  Hunter 
Allen  Price;  Allyson  Snowden 
,  Price  with  daughter., Mallory 
Craw'ford  Price;  Sarah  Smith 
with  son  Shade  Felts  Smith; 
and  Paul  Smith  with  daughter 
Elizabeth  Ann  Smith. 


Evandelism  Bible  Conferenee 
Host  Chureh:  FBC  Batesville^  MS 
August  4  -  7,  2002 
For  morr  information  rail 
(662)  563-7655. 


Dr.  John  Sullivan 
Florida  Baptist  Convention 


Dr.  junior  Hill 
Hartselle,  Alabama 


Dr.  Bob  Pitman  Dr,  )im  McNeil 

Kirby  Wood  BC  Louis,  Missouri 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

8poiUM>red  1^  JimeB  £.  MeBBer  MinUitrieB 
P.  O.  Box  1325  -  Theodore,  rU  36590  •  1(800)653  6652 
Conferenee  Times:  noon  daily  and  6:30  p.m.  nic^^ 


Church  Leadership  Training 


August  9-10,  Camp  Gaiaywa 


Starts  3:30  p.m.  Friday 
Ends  1  p.m.  Saturday 


Sponsored  by  Mississippi  WMU 


Theme:  “Discovering  God’s  Plan...Exploring  My  Part” 


Over  40  special  interest  & 
core  conferences  for: 

•  Ministers' Spouses  •  Preschool 

•  Women's  Ministry  •  Children 

•  All  Missions  Leadership  •  Adults 

•  Pastors  •  Youth 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  JULY  31. 2002 
For  more  information  call  601-292-3316  or  ^ 

1-800-748-1651,  ext.  316 


Sunday  Schoot  Directors 
Discipleship  Training  Directors 
Dinner  and  Workshop 

From  the  Basics  to  the  Advanced 
Get  a  Grip  on  Your  Ministry! 


riH‘sda>.  ,\ui;ust  6.  2002 

Sia!(  Hi’iiU  viinl  iUiptis!  (  hiiirlt 
Miihlidii.  U/A'. 
h.OO  I’.iii. 


Tm'sdin.  Viigiist  13.  2<M>2 

l.iimuiniu  l  liiipiist  Cliiin  li 

(iiiiuithi. 

r>;(k)  S.  ik)  p.m. 


No  Cost  for  this  Event 
But  Reservations  are  Required! 


This  workshop  is  designed  for  the  Discipleship  Training  director,  the  Sunday 
' '  School  director,  pastor,  minister  of  education,  and  associational  missions 
director  to  learn  more  about  the  importance  of  the  Discipleship  and  Sunday 

School  mini.stries. 

Participants  will  learn  the  principles  of  visionary  leadership,  along  with 
specifics  on  how  to  plan  and  implement  an  effective  Discipleship  and  Sunday 
School  ministry  in  your  church. 

A  meal  will  be  served  at  no  charge.  The  workshop  will  follow. 

Reservations  are  required  by  July  29. 

Sunday  School  Department  or  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department, 
PO  Box  530.  Jackson  MS  39205. 1  (800)  748-1651  or 
(601)  968-3800  kxally.  Fax:  (601)  714-74.30 

You  may  register  online  at  www.inhcb.or};  on  the 
Sunday  .School  Department  home  page. 

Spons(»rcd  by  the 

.Sunday  SchtH)l  IX-paontcni  and  the 
Discipleship  and  Fanidy  Ministry  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ctinvention  Board  aitd 
LiteWay  Christian  RcMHirces 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  (darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  anid  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


V. 


Matthew  10:27  NAb 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services 


July  25,  2002 


Men’s  Ministry  State  Leadership  Training 

,  August  16-17,  2002 

'  ^  ..  .  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 


Tfrere  Came  A  Man 


Special  Guest 
Speaker 


Friday's  Featured 
Speaker 


Saturday's  Featured 
Speaker 


yufcuvHC 

FrUkty 

600  pm  Registration 
6:30  pm  Supper 
7:30  pm  Opening 
Session 

Satumay 

7:00  am  Breakfast 
8:00  am  Sessions 
Begin 


Cost 

$20  per  person,  which 
inrliKles  meats,  lodging 
and  all  sesskms.  Each 
participant  should 
bring  linens,  sleeping 
bag  and  pillow. 


Rob  Carr 
Children's  Strategist 
NAMB 


Jim  Phillips 

Pastor,  N.  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
State  Director,  Fishers  of  Men 


Barri  Shirley 

Associate  Executive  Director 
MBCB 


Areas  Of  Training 

All  sessions  are  designed  to  equip  church  leadership  to  have 
a  more  effective  program. 


Men's  Ministry  for  Your  Local  Church 
New  Royal  Ambassadors  U'aders 
Training 

Experienced  Royal  Ambassadors 
Leadership 

Understanding  Today's  Children 
Royal  Ambassador's  ^lpecial  Activities 
Uex’eloping  Small  Groups  that  Work 


•  Mission  Projects  for  the  Local  Church 

•  Camp  Craft  Training  for  Leaders 

•  Baptist  Men  on  Mission 

•  Reaching  Men  Outside  Your  Church 

•  Disaster  Relief 

•  Youth  Missions  for  Your  LcKal  Church 

•  Partnership  Missions 

•  Evangelizing  Y'our  Community 


'  tm’rr  iiifitmialkoi,  call  Ihe  MBCB  Klcii's  Mini>try,  601-292-.I.I.H  or  J-<KX>-r4B-lb.sJ 


Professional  Certification 
for  Ministry  Assistants  and 
Ministry  Office  SldllShops 


September  10-12.  2002 
Camp  Garayua,  Clinton 


If  you  haven't  received  your  brochure 
in  the  mail,  please  contact  us. 

•  Professional  Certification  led  by  Nancee  Ratliff 

•  SIdllShop  topics  offered  this  year  by  Nancy  Finn: 

DEsiGfiirtQ  PRorcssioNAL  PuBLicATiopis  -  Usc  the  power  of  your 
word  processing  software  to  design  dynamic  newsletters, 
bulletins,  and  other  publications.  Designing  Professional 
Publications  will  teach  you  formatting,  writing,  and  design 
principles  that  will  keep  your  publications  on.the  cutting  edge. 
UmensTAiwinG  Myself  aito  Otheiis  -  This  SkillShop  will  guide  you 
in  becoming  the  person  God  intended  you  to  be  by 
introducing  your  younger  self  and  discovering  God's  original 
design.  You  will  learn  how  your  moods  affect  your  emotions. 
You'll  discover  your  own  personality  traits  and  you'll  learn  how 
to  work  with  different  personalities.  You  will  develop  skills  to 
cultivate  your  potential  through  acceptance  and  emotional  maturity. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Fastor/Leadership  Development 
Department  (formerly  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries), 
Kay  McDonnell,  I  (800)  748- 1 65 1  or  (60 1 )  292-3305. 


Qrozviryirr^  ^ 
Qod's  Spirit 


2002 

Preschool/Children's 
Choir  Leadership  Training 
Cost:  $5  per  person 


Saturday,  August  17 . FBQ  Hattiesburg 

Saturday,  August  24 . FBC,  Madison 

Saturday,  August  24.. Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo 


Registration:  9-9:30  a.m. 
Conference:  9:30  a.m.-1 2:30  p.m. 

No  preregistration  required  ^ 

Featuring  the  fall  graded  choir  literature. 

All  directors  and  teachers  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

For  more  information,  call 
the  Church  Music  Department 
1  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3271 


(Pastor  and  ^ife  (Retreat 

August  8-10,  2002 
Gu||lhll|iie  Baptist  Assembly 

Lead^ 

&len  Putnam  is  tbe|fetstor  of  WalBUC  ^reet  Baptist  Church  in 


Glen  Putnam  is  theUBstor  of  Wapnc  Street  Baptist  Church 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  and  inner  staff  counselor  for  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church,  MenqjfeiaUHis  doctcwa!  rea^ik^h  was  on  min¬ 
istry  marriages.  He  is  weB-i^palified  to  gu^  our  retreat 
because  of  his  vast  i&aiialhMnistry,  extensive  counseling 
experiences  and  sup|eill&»misteis  and  their  families. 


Steve  Walker,  music 
music  in  our  worsh4>  ti 


elist  from  Pinola,  will  lead 


To  provide  a  time  of  encowaj 
ship  for  pastors  and  wives. 


t,  inspiration  and  fellow- 


'  CfuTdcare 

Supervised  care  will  be  made  available  for  preschoolers,  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth. 


Cost 

2  nights  lodging  and  6  toeals: 

•  Adults:  $90  per  perscm 

•  Ages  12  &  up:  $53.25  per  person 

•  Ages  2-11:  $31.65  per  person 

•  Age  2  and  under:  no  cost 
There  is  no  conference  fee. 


SchoCarsfiips 

Scholarships  of  $50 
per  pastor  are  avail¬ 
able. 


Jor  mare  information 

For  more  ir^brmaikm,  conUtcS  the  Paator/Leadersbip  Deuelcpment 
Department  (fbrmerfy  Chmrcb  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries) 

Akm  BucUes,  director 
Keith  Genkm,  consultant 
Kay  McDommB,  fnintstry  assistant 
1  (900)  749-i651  or  (601)  292-3305 


One  voice  in  worship 


Auaust  IS 


‘hlir\u'\['  ‘i\ 
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Preregistration  Form 

Discipleship  Training  Directors 
Workshop 


V  r  I  ‘  ^  *  i  r^li  i‘  ^ 

i  iiH  rr  an  ’  . 


From  the  Basics  to  the  Advanced 
Qet  a  Qrip  on  Your  Ministry! 


No  Cost  for  this  Event,  But  Reservations  are  Required! 

Sponsored  by  the 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Day  Phone  Number 

Mailing  Address 

City 

St 

Zip 

Church 

Association 

I  serve  as: 

□  Associational  Missions  Director 

□  Associational  Discipleship  Training  Director 

□  Discipleship  Training  Director 

□  Pastor 

□  Minister  of  Education 

□  Other 


1  will  attend  the  workshop  at: 

□  FBC,  New  Albany 

□  FBC,  Crystal  Springs 

□  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Preregister 

by 

July  29 
2002 


Complete  and  return  to  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

Contact  information: 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 
1-800-748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800  locally 
Fax:  (601)  714-7432 


God^s  Plan.. 


Statewide  Woman 's  Retreat 

My  Part  In  Every  Season  of  a  Woman's  Life 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Friday,  October  4,  3  p.m.  -  Saturday.  October  5.  3  p.m. 


SPRING:  LAUREN  WELLS 

Richton,  Miss. 

*lnvolving  Young  Women  in  God's  Plan  ■ 

SUMMER:  LAURA  SAVAGE 

Women’s  Consultant  WMU,  SBC 
*Developing  a  Biblical  Vision  for  Your  Women's  Groups 
*Just  Dolt-  Locally  and  Gbbally 

:  LAURA  LEATHERS 

Hidden  Treasures  Ministries,  Pickens,  Miss. 

^Building  Your  Leadership  Skills 

WINTER;  GLORIA  THURMAN 

Missionary,  Bangladesh  &  New  York,  Cx>lumbia,  Miss. 

*Missions  is  Not  a  Foreign  Word 


Plan  ahead  for  the  2003  State  Evangelism  Conference,  January  27-28 
Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo,  Maturing  Jaye  Martin,  Women’s  Consultant,  NAMB 


MABEL  AND  EDITH:  McComb,  Miss. 

Sisters  Who  Care  Testimonies 
DIANE  GARCIA:  Language  Consultant.  WMU,  SBC 
Hispanic  Conferences 

BECKY  BROWN:  *The  Greatest  Kids  I  Never  Had... Mentoring 
TAMMY  ANDERSON:  *Let's  Have  a  Party! 

AUDREY  HECTOR:  *Forgiving...Healing  the  Broken  Heart 
DEBORA  JOINER:  *Sisters  Who  Care  Training 

MARGARET  ANN  FORTENBERRY: 

*0ff  the  Prayer  Calendar  Into  Your  Heart 

PRAISE  AND  WORSHIP  LED  BY  KAREN  HARDY 

Cumberland  Lfniversity,  Lebanon,  Tenn. 

REGISTER  with  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Phone:  (228)  452-7261  FAX:  (228)  452-7263 
COST:  $52.50  (all-inclusive);  $32.50  (conference/meals  only); 

$13  (commuter) 

FOR  INFO:  Mississippi  WMU.  (601)  968-3800  or  1  (800)  748-1651 


July  26  -  August  8^  2002 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 


✓A  'Proffen  "£or\  help  us.  as  ^our  people,  to  over¬ 
come  eVd  With  ^oc^  ofib  to  overcome  kate  vVCdt  LoVe. 

^arher,  ^£bCtor  of  Open  ^WoiboWs 


For.  (1)  Modwr/Son  Weekend 

a,  Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 
;  (2)  Danny  Hartwell  of 
Nixa,  Mb.,  b  on  the  ministry 
evar^efiM  team  in  the  areas  of 
iraitti  hw^ganfresort  work. 
Pray  for  oiilictHB  1t>  discover 
minist^jl^Ri^  and  for 
the  trarnwg  of  youtfi  leaders 
who  are  bringing  youth  mission 
teams  to  Iramon  tor  the  sum¬ 
mer. 


For  (1)  IV  Centrifuge,  27-  Aug. 
1  (LCR/SBC);  (2)  Intemationar 
Missions' Week,  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.,|uly27-Aug.2(IMB);(3) 
Please  pm  today  for  Prime 
Minister  Kototandhios  Simitb 
of  Greece  (southern  Europe). 


A  Ukramian  evangeiist  reports 
that  a  new  generation  is  starting 
to  evangelize  Russia  by  planting 
many  new  growing  churches. 
SbvikRadschuktec^ 
addressed  700  duirch  leaders 
in  Moscow.  When  he  asked 
those  ov«i  M  yeaikmld  to 
stand,  only  seven  stood  up;  the 
rest  were  ^50  years  old.  Pray 
that  the  churches  will  continue 
to  grow  even  under  persecution. 

Major  General  William  Boykin, 
commander  of  the  Army's 

Special  Forces  school  in  Fort 
Bra^  N.C.  said,  'H  will  take 
prayer  to  defeat  those  who 
want  to  dertroy  the  Uhited 

States.  We've  ^t  to  defeat 
them  on  oar  kaeet.  Pray  for  our 
leaders  and  our  nation.  Cod 
will  answer  the  prayers  of  those 
who  humble  thmselves  before 
Him." 

Missionaries  Hal  and  Brenda 
Hostetler  share  this  continuing 
prayer  request:  ‘That  the 
Trinidadian  government  allow 
us  a  visa  for  another  18  months 
so  we  can  finidi  dbciplmg 
music  leaden ki trinidaaand 
new  church  ChrislyM  in 

Sangre  Grande.  The  request  has 
thus  far  languished  in  govern¬ 
ment  offices  since  last 

October." 

loin  with  journeyman  Rebekah 
lohnson  in  thanking  Cod  fqr  the 
core  eroiH)  of  three  teenage 
girls  mat  He  has  given  in  her 
ministry  in  the  interior  city  of 
Melo,  Uroguaiy.  Pray  for 

Rebekah  and  two  'wnter"  stu¬ 
dent  worhm.  Tiffany  and 
Mariana,  as  they  continue  to 
disciple  these  girls. 

Please  lift  up  this  need:  A 

Turkish  seeker  livmg  in  the 

United  Kingdom  was  rejected 
following  his  second  apwal  for 
political  asylum.  DKfiralt  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  Ml  homeland 
complicate  the  pasibility  of  his 
returning  there,  may  that  the 
words  oTIife  will  be  clearly 
communicated  to  thb  young 
man  before  he  is  deported. 

For  (1)  MMALT,  FBC,  lackson 
(CC);  (2)  A  small  group  of 
beNeven  in  one  Beng  village  of 
Cote  D^nrire  spraying  that  the 
Lord  would  send  thm  a  pastor 
to  teach,  encoorw  and  lead 
them.  Pray  that  God  will  send  a 
willinc  worker  their  way  who 
has  a  hemt  for  discipleship  and 
evangefism. 

For  (1)  Social  Issues  Emphasis: 

<  Human  Rights  (CAC  Emphasis); 
(2)  Pray  for  the  missionaries 
who  particiute  on  the 
Nicodemus  Team  in  Bogota, 
Colombia:  Karl  awl  Pem 
Wallace  and  Kevin  Giirihink 
of  difficulties  (hey  might 
encounter  -  personal  and  work 
related  and  sk  that  Cod  pour 
out  His  Spirit  on  them. 

Home  Internet  usage  in  Chitu 
has  soared  to  56.6  million  peo¬ 
ple.  China  is  now  second  only 
to  the  United  States  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  residents  who  Kcess  the 
Web  from  their  homes.  Pray 
that  the  millions  of  those  view¬ 
ing  Web  sites  wiR  be  drawn  to 
the  many  Christian  sites  that 
are  offerM  and  that  many  will 
come  to  know  the  Savior. 

For  Sunday  School/ 

Discipleship  Training  Director 
Training,  State  Boulevard  BC, 
Meridian  (SS/D&FM);  (2)  Pray 
today  for  President  Rafael 
Hipotho  Mejia  Dominquez  of 
the  Dominicaii  Republic  (island 
southeast  of  Cuba). 

For  (1)  Baptist  Budding  Staff  AT 
HOME  DMS  7-9;  (2)  Taiwan  is 
experiencineihe  worst  drought 
in  20  years.  Please  pray  that  the 
Taiww)  Christians  wowd  be  bold 
in  sharing  their  fiMi  in  the  One 
True  Cod  and  demonstrate  His 
power  in  their  Bves.  Recently, 
some  local  government  leadm 
have  resortM  to  idol  worship, 
indudii^  animal  sacrifices,  to 
bring  ram. 

For  (1)  New  Staff  Day,  Butist 
Building  &  FBC,  lackson  (CC); 

(2)  Pa^  and  Wives 

Conference,  GuHshore,  Pass 
Christian  (P/LDb  (3)  iHease 
pray  today  for  nerident 
ktohammed  HosnlAlubarak  of 
Egypt  (northeastern  Afrka). 

• 

There  are  more  than  1,200 
unreached  Muslim  people 
Ktuffun  the  world.  The  vast 
.^BajoH  do  not  have  the  Bible 
Hylyt  in  their  language.  Ask 
op  toguide,  entMe  and  pro- 
tra  current  BibUe  translation 
projects  for  Muflhn  people 
groi^  Pray  that  God's  Word 
will  oe  available  to  these 
Muslim  groups. 


Janudi’v  Bible  Stiiu\  Pre\ie\\  Clinif  s  2002 


**Helping  Your  Church 
Stay  on  Course:  Studies  in 
I  Corinthians^ 

Conference  Leader: 
Gene  Henderson 

Pastor,  FBC,  Brandon 


Take  a  moment  to  send  a  card  to  encourage 
the  children  of  our  missionaries! 

2/87 

MISS  E.  LAURA  WEBB  JL 

Parents:  Timothy  &  Janet 
General  Evangelism 

6/84 

MR.  JOHN  FOX 

Parents:  Thomas  &  Tammy,  General  Evangelism 

9/95 

MISS  EMILY  HEWITT 

Parents:  Earl  &  Ramona,  Medicine 

16/86 

MR.  MICHAEL  R.  HOLYFIELD 

Parents:  Michael  ci  Patricia,  Church  Planting 


Locations: 

September  23 
September  24 
September  25 
September  26 


Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain 
Delta  State  BSU,  Cleveland 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Jackson 
William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 


Conference  Times  (all  locations): 

9  a.m.-9:30  a.m.  Registration/Refreshments 

9:30-2:30  p.m.  Conference 

Complimentary  lunch  will  be  provided 

Sponsored  hy:  Sunday  School  Dept.,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
^  60 1  -968-3800  or  1  -800-748- 1 65 1 


17/91 

MISS  LOREN  M.  FOSTER 

Parents:  Michael  &  Miranda,  Strategy 

21/92 

MR.  DERRICK  A.  DEMARS 

Parents:  Guy  &  Cindy 
Community  Development 

12J9n 

MR.  KYLE  JONES 

Parents:  Mike  &  Pam,  Church  Planting 

25/79 

MR.  RYAN  R.  KYZAR 

Parents:  John  &  Melinda,  Strategy 

MISS  AMY  K.  LEE 

Parents:  Henry  &  Linda ,  Church  Planting 


For  security,  cards 
will  he  fonvaixled. 
Please  send  all  to: 


Child’s  name  and 
parent's  name 

International  Mission  Hoard 
P.O.  Box  6767 
Richmond,  VA  11230-8767 


Names  in  the  News 


VBS  News 


Mjrk  Parnell,  asMxiate'  p.is- 
U'r,  l-irstChuah,  Kosciusko,  was 
ixvogni/ed  in  the  tnoniing  wor¬ 
ship  ser\  ice  on  June  K)  for  fi\e 
\ears  of  dedicated  ministry. 
I ollowine  the  evening 
st.‘r\'ice,  tne  Parnell  fam- 
ily  was  honoa^d  with  a 
aVeption  in  the  church 
parlor.  Pictured  (from 
left)  aa'  Nathan,  Kavla, 

Rachel,  Ireva,  and  Nkirk 
Parnell.  Barry  C.  ' 

{  orix'tt  is  pasU>r.  -lo 

Tommy  Broom  was 
i>rdained  to  the  min- 
istr\;  June  23,  at  SiK'iety  * 
Hill  Church,  C\ik\  ale. 
Participating  were  H|H|K 
('ilenn  Nelsrm,  fofmer 
pastor;  Matt  Buckles, 


Mi.ssissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board;  O.  J.  Seals,  F^ist  Ct'lumbia 
Chuah,  Mark  McArthur,  (ioss 
Chuah;  Bc'iiji  Lott  and  Darlene 
May,  spcvial  music. 


Ola  Johnston  (left)  Women 
on  Missions  group  facilitator 
was  honored  tor  43  vears  ot 
ser\  ice  as  an  officer/ leader  in 
Women  Mission 

Organizations  at  l  irst  Church, 
Pascagoula.  Dean  Coulter 
(right)  is  the  Women  on 
Missions  group  coordinator. 


Amy  Jo  Purl,  curamth  living 
in  Burkina  Faso  when*  she  st'rMN 
as  an  IMB  missionarv,  aveixed 
her  divtorate  of  philosophy  in 
francophone  stuLlit.>s  from  the 
L  Universitv  of  Louisiana, 
H  I  Lafayette,  on  May  17. 


Parnell  family 


Johnston  and  Coulter 


The  children  of  Vacation  with  Hathorn  Church 


Homecomings 


Bible  School  at  Gray's  Creek  H  a  t  h  o  r  n  . 
Church,  Hernando,  are  pic-  There  was  an 
tured  with  their  teachers.  attendance 

of  99  ■  chil- 

The  children  of  Vacation  dren,  50 
Bible  School  at  East  Fork  adults,  and 
Church,  Liberty,  are  pictured  11  profes- 
with  Terry  L.  Vandeventer,  who  sions  of 
is  an  expert  in  the  field  of  her-  faith.  The 
petology  and  a  guide  to  the  offering 
Amazon  rain  forest  of  Peru.  received  was 

$1,476.92  for 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  the  Baptist 
held  at  Society  Hill  Church,  Children's 
Oakvale,  June  3-7,  in  unison  Village. 


Cascilla,  Cascilla:  Aug.  4;  First, 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  Ridgeland: 
worship,  10:45  a.m.;  dinner  55th  anniver 
on  the  grounds;  The  Kilgore  sary;  Aug.  25 
Sisters  and  Ricky  and  Cheryl  Sunday,  Scho 
Martin  will  bring  the  music  ship,  10  a.m., 
for  the  afternoon;  Thomas  meal  follow'in 
Bruce,  pastor.  sage;  Grant  A 

* 

Antioch,  Columbus:  July  28;  Lakeview 
serx'ices,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  anniversary; 
lunch;  afternoon  praise  service.  10  a.m.;  dinn 

singing;  S.  B 

Whitesand,  Prentiss:  Aug. 

11;  10:30  a.m.;  mwn  meal  in  fH- 
lowship  hall;  Carey  Bass,  guest 
speaker;  Dale  Townsend, 
music;  Stan  Cheatham,  pastor. 


VBS  Participants  of  Gray's  Creek  Church,  Hernando 


VBS  Participants  of  East  Fork  Church,  Liberty 


Kvtn^rlijdn  Bibk*  C’onfort'nre 
lk>s(  ClHirrk:  I'BC  Bctein  i|le.  VIS 
.Aiiijiixl  4  -  7.  2002 

l>«ti^rr<*  Spetiri*:  mton  urMitm  ^Iriuirr 

•:30  p.M.  K^iuiNtiui  Dr.  Jnhn  StiHhMi.  Dr.  Jiinittr  Hill. 
Dr.  Hok  IMiMn.  «  Dr.  .Vim  .MrXril. 


In  his  own  words. 


For  more  information  rail  (662)  363-76.5.). 
Sp«>nMrrd  ky  .Jameji  E.  Viewer  V|ini»trie« 


‘Inquests  tfidHonor 


Yoi  Can  Rk.sponi)  Richt  Now! 


Simply  share  the  foUowin}’  prayer 
with  God  in  yaar  awn  words: 

1.  Lord.  1  udmit/thut  1  need  you. 

(/  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(/  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  Ihe  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  w  ith  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  yave  the  rii>ht  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
Mieve  in  his  name  (John  1 : 12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP'’  The  sotulion  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  root 
&  electric  step, 
cm  TrVSWi  vm  a  Bu*  Todiyl  14CM3IM622 
BUSES'  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 
WWW  tn-statevanbus  com 
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The  Baptist  Recl’rd 


staff 

Chartres 


Randy 
Von  Kanel 

has  been 
called  to 
First 
Church, 
Tupelo,  as 
pastor.  He 
presently 
serves  as 

Von  Kanel  executive 
director  or 
Global  Outreach 

Intematioriaj  based  in 

Tupelo.'  Tie  will  assume 
duties  at  the  152-year-old 
church  in  August. 

Union  Church,  Tylertown, 
has  called  Millard  Moak  as 
pastor,  effective  June  1.  A 
native  of  Lincoln  County, 
Moak  recieved  his  education  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 

Kne\ious  place  of  service  was 
lew  Hope  Church,  Meadv'ille. 

Faith  Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  John  B.  Howell  as 
minister  for  outreach  activi¬ 
ties  and  the  homebound, 
effective  July  8.  Howell  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi 
College.  Greg  Wolfe  is  pastor. 

Jan  Halford,  former 
youth,  senior  adult,  and  edu¬ 
cation  minister  has  resigned 
from  her  position  of  nine 
vears  from  Calvary  Church, 
Jackson.  She  will  follow 
God's  leadership  into  full¬ 
time  music  ey^angelism  and 
ventrikx^uism?  Halford  is 
available  for  conferences, 
revivals,  and  special  events. 
She  can  be  reached  at  (601) 
927-3899  or  by  e-mail  at 
MBSingle^aol.com. 

Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  has  called  Benji 
Lott  as  minister  of  music. 
Tommy  Broom  is  pastor. 


RE\  I\  AL  D  \TES 


Weii;  Wein  July  28-31; 
Sunday,  11  a.ni.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.- Wed., .  7  p.m.;  Randall 
Creel,  Forest,  evangelist;  Jim 
Pender,  p>astor. 

Hopewell,  Lake:  July  28-31; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  noon  meal, 
and  1;M  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 

Bm.;  Greg  Renfroe,  evangelist; 
army  Harrison,  .music; 


31;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  on 
the  grounds,  and  1:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wiley  B. 
Reid,  FrcUiJdin  County,  ^est 
speaker;  Karen  Hardy, 
Nashville,  Term.,  music. 


L»aimy  namson,  .i 
Anthony  Bowen,  pastor. 


Double  Spruigs,  Maoen: 

July  28- Aug.  2;  services,  Sun.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.,  Billy  Hester, 
Maben,  music;  services,  Mon.- 
Fri.,  10:30  a.m.,  Julie  McCool, 
Eupora,  music;  Arale  Smith, 
Poplarville,  evangeust;  John  S. 
Foies,  pastor. 

Midway,  Jackson:  Aug.  4- 
7;  Sunday,  regular  times; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Charles 
Gentry,  preaching;  Tom 
Larrimore,  music;  guest  per¬ 
sonalities  are  Phu  Qixion, 
Kaylon  Winstead,  Senator 
Richard-  White,  and  Sheriff 
Malcolm  McMillin. 

Camp  Ground,  Water 
Valley:  Aug.  4-7;^  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  lunch,  and  /  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Sat.,  Aug.  3,  6 
p.m..  The  Southern  Ima^e 
^artet,  Tupelo;  Glen  Davis, 
Sumrall,  guest  speaker;  Bennett 
Mixon,  music;  Emon  White, 
pastor. 

Wheeler  Grove  (Alcorn): 
Aug.  4-7;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Rick  Coram,  Ocala,  Fla.,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 

Elmo,  (Jefferson):  July  28- 


Maben: 


Friendship,  Aberdeen:  Aug. 
4-7;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jimmy 
Millikin,  Mid- America  Seminary, 
Memphis,  Term.,  evangelist;  Bui 
Mona^ian,  Amory,  music;  Todd 
Bowen,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Brandon:  July  28- 
31;  Sunday,  homecoming  10:30 
a.m.  and  noon  meal;  Marion 
Spence,  Baskin,  La.,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Natali  Duncan,  Salem 
Church,  music;  revival,  10:30 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
Steve  Wilson,  evcmgelist:  Thurs. 
and  Fri.,  Antony  i^y,  evange¬ 
list;  Curtis  Carter,  music. 

Cascilla,  Cascilla:  Aug.  18- 
21;  7  p.m.;  Harvey  Reeves, 
guest  speaker;  Duke  and 
Linda  Barnes,  music;  Thomas 
Bruce,  pastor. 

Hopewell,  McCool:  Aug.  4- 
9;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Bobby 

Waggoner,  Attala  Association, 
spe^er;  Tommy  Allen,  pastor. 

Society  Hill,  Oakvale:  Aug. 
4-9;  homecoming,  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.;  Gospel  Sing 
will  be  in  the  evening  service; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  John  Nix, 
evangelist;  Mark  King,  Oloh, 
music;  Tommy  Broom,  pastor. 


Ludlow,  Ludlow:  July  28- 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cenb  per  vmni  mininmm  of  ten  wank;  nuDdinum  of  fifty  woids.  Cash  with  . 
order  except  on  cneract  adwalwng.  Indude  name,  addres,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in 
wordcourt.  NobNndads.  OM.Y WRITTm ADS ACOTTH). 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call! -800- J68-2705  or  Fax  illustra¬ 
tions  to  1601 )  483-7958. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  -  Old  Bibles  refaqurxl,  also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  inlbrma- 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 
455-4743.  Located  at  107  North  Slone 

Ave.  Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

PARADISE  LANES  -  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  lock-in,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  lackson, 
MS  (601)  372-7700 
BRANSON,  MO,  CONDO  -  Smoke 
free;  no  pets;  walk-in.  Sleeps  six;  total¬ 
ly  furnished  —  2BQ/2BA.  Reduced 
rales;  groups  welcomed.  Anniversary 

Specials.  (662)  746-4632.  • _ 

ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insuraiKe  call  (662)  568-3482. 
HOPPBI  CLASS  ^OIO  -  Custom 
church  wirvlows,  reworking  and  repair 
-  Columbus/ladoon- (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 

ciroups  iw  tassion 

PLAY  packages  in  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.,  (with  tickets,  lodging,  recre¬ 
ation,  and  meals)  see  www.lcellersre- 
sort.corn  or^H  (479)  253-8418. 
WWW.CULFSHbRECONDOSXidM  • 
4  night  weekday  special  $340  -  2  night 

The  BAPnsr  RBCOtto - 


weekend  special  $180.  Efficiency  unit 
sleeps  4.  Good  through  August  10.  Call 
(205)  554-1524  or  (251)  968-3222. 
AMERICA4SS  CHRISTIAN  LONG 
DISTANCE  Phone  Service;  No 
monthly  fees,  6-second  billing,  free 
toll-free  rrumber.  www.talklongdis- 
tance.org  or  (888)^6‘^-^59.  _ 

HOMECOMING  -  Leland,  Lakeview 
Baptist  Church'  50th  Anniversary 
SutKlay,  September  22,  2002;  services 
begin  at  10  a.m.,  dinner  and  afterrKwn 


CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  arxf  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Irrc.,  (800)  605-2970. 
MAKING  IT  SPECIAL,  INC.  •  Your 
church  can  create  their  own  Custom 
Tapestry  Throw.  Great  for  church 
annivetsaries,  creative  futxiraiser,  and  a 
cherished  heirloom.  Call  (800)  770- 
7809  for  more  information. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  - 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana  is  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  Send  resumes  to:  FBC 
508  Secorxf  Street,  Natchitoches,  LA 
71457,  Attn:  Foster  Search  Committee. 
HUBBI  HBCHTS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
in  Dayton,  Ohio  is  seeking  a  full-time 
minister  of  music.  Carxlidates  should 
have  a  masters  degree  in  music  and  be 
committed  to  leading  a  blended  style  of 
worship  in  multiple  services.  Resumes 
should  be  sent  to  the  following  address: 
Huber  Heights  FBC,  c/o  Ftersonnel 
Committee,  5310  F^ickard  Dr.,  Huber 
Heights,  OH  45424. 


Aug.  2;  Sunday,  Sunday  Sdvx^ 
10  a.m.,  worship,  11  a.m.,  noon 
meal  in  fellpw^p  hall,  and  1:15 

{>.m.  service;  Mon--Fri.,  7  p.in.; 
erry  Mixon,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
Jc^  Alumbough,  Forest,  music; 
M.  L  Wallace,  pastor. 

Concord,  Yazoo  City:  Aug. 
4-7;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  noon  meal 
in  fellowship  hall,  and  after¬ 
noon  service;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30 

g.m.;  Ken  Rhodes,  Mississippi 
aptist  Convention  Board, 
evangelist;  John  Yates,  music; 
James  F.  Yates,  pastor. 

^  Dublin,  Carson:  July  28-31; 
Sunday,  Sunday  Sdiool,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch;  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mike 
Grenn,  North  Columoia  Church, 
speaker;  Steve  Walker,  Pinola, 
music;  Pat  Nations,  pastor. 

New  Hope,  Foxworth:  July 
28-31;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered 
dish  lunch  in  gym,  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gene 


Douglas,  evangdist;  Bo  Parker, 
music. 

ML  Pleasant  (Smilh):  July 
28-Aug.  2;  Sunday,  Sunday 
SchooL  10  a.m.;  wmship,  11 
a.m.,  lunch  at  churdi,  ana  1:30 

?.m.  service:  Mon.-Fii-,  7  pan.; 

im  Robinson,  evangelist; 
Latrelle  Crumpton,  musk; 
Carey  Bass,  pastor. 

First  Chunii  of  McLauiin, 
Hattiesbu^  Aug.  4-9;  Sunday, 
homecoming  service,  11  a.m., 
and  6  p.m.  service;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
p.m.;  David  Strebeck,  Purvis, 
evangelist;  Philip  Butler, 
Sumrall,  music;  Johnny 
Breazeale,  pastor. 

Liberty,  Carrollton:  Aug.  4- 
7;  Bob  Self,  Grenada,  evange¬ 
list;  Andy  Cummings, 
Grenada,  music;  Riley 
Ainsworth,  pastor. 


( lisis  (ommunications 
lor.^linislprs  (onlprencp 


ICil|)h  M.  Smith  I  i.‘ii(k‘rslii|) 
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sssete?  Who  has  given  Southern  ANNIVERSARIES  PLANNED  tion  obt^^ted  to  supnfirt  those 
Baptists  the  vast  ministries  to  embracir^  membersnip  right, 

which  we  piesentiy  have  access?  Editor:  |  while  cdaiming  personal  liberties 

Accountability  is  good,  but  do  On  Oet.  27,  Cruger  Church  infiii^d  by  merely  evidencii^ 

in  Cruger,  will  celebrate  its  kindred  ^>irit  with  the  dK^inc- 
100th  anniversary.  It  is  our  tive  Biblical  beliefs  historically 
desire  to  contact  as  many  for-  common  to  the  denomination 
mer  pastors  and  members  ^  they  freely  chose, 
possible.  This  information  is  Every  human  beiiK  including 
needed  as  soon  as  possible  in  Baptets  bears  etemm  account- 
order  to  complete  the  plans  for  abui^  solely  to  God  and  his 
the  celebration.  Please  contact  Wcmxi,  divinely  granted  earthly 
me  at  (662)  453-0009  or  Maiy  free  will  to  practice  as  we  choose 
Lee  Gordon,  P.  O.  Box  185,  within  Biblically  lawful  piarame- 
.  ,  Cruger,  MS  38924,  telephone;  ters,  but  when  we  embrace  a  spe- 

his  Kingdom.  Is  there  some  (662)  453-4913.  cific  derkimination  for  member- 

wild  vision  that  the  day  will  Freddie  Matthews,  pastor  ship  and  support,  we  also princi- 

come  when  church  staffers,  Cruger  Church,  Cruger  pafty  accept  accountability'  to 

Sunday  Schinil  teachers,  lead-  their  shared  beliefs! 

ers  and  committeement  will  be  Editor;  Each  individual  and  church 

signing  Articles  of  Ultimatum?  Bellevue  Church,  located  at  choosing  Baptist  affiliation 
Are  we  needing  another  7173  Highway  98  WeHt~»in  remains  autonomously  free  to 

Reformation?  Hattiesburg,  will  be  celebrating  refuse  our  shared  Biblical 

Each  believer  has  direct  its  50th  anniversary  on  Nov.  10^  beliefs;  realizing  the]j^olso  prin- 

access  to  God.  Each  believer.  All  past  members  am  encour-  cipally  refuse  denominational 


condemned  these  days?  I  refer  look  at  trust  and  accountability? 
to  the  editorial  in  tfc  June  20  All  God's  children  have  b^ 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  uniquely  designed  by  our 
(Dangerous  words,  for  what  Heavenly  Father  with  individ- 
purpose?).  It  seems  that  we  ual  gifts,  talents,  and  callings. 
Baptists  have  bought  into  this  We  must  be  extremely  caretol 
political  correctness  craze  much  not  to  hinder  the  breathing  of 
to  our  detriment.  Perhaps  that  the  Holy  Spirit  as  he  directs  the 
is  what’s  wrong  with  the  insti-  creativity  of  each  person  who 
tutional  church.  We  try  so  hard  cooperatively  seeks  to  advance 
not  to  offend  someone  or  some 
group  we  don't  take  a  stand 
against  anything,  regardless  of 
how  cN'il  or  sinful  it  may  be. 

Them  isn't  any  way  to  sugar- 
coat  sin  and  I  applaud  Jerry 
Vines  for  his  courage  and  fcKilcI- 
ness  to  preach  the  truth. 

I  agihe  that  someone  will  be 
offended.  However,  if  more  of 
us  boldly  proclaimed  the  truth  called  to  be  a  child  of  God, 
it  would  have  the  positive  called  to  a  specific  vocation, 
affect  of  influencing  many  from  will  ultimately  give  an  account 
becoming  involved  in  those  of  himself/ herself  to  God. 
tiling  in  the  first  place.  Carl  Hudson 

If  here  has  bcCT  expansive  Jackson 
and  successful  evangelistic 
ministries  among  Musnms  as 

you  say,  I  am  encouraged  and  DONT  BE  NEGATIVE 
thankful.  Tell  us  about  those 
sometimes  in  The  Baptist  Editor: 

Record.  My  impression  has  Nine  times  out  of  ten  I  find 
been  the  very  opposite  of  that,  myself  in  hearty  concurrence 
Mostly  I  have  heard  and  read  with  The  Baptist  Record  edito- 
of  how  difficult  it  is  to  reach  rials.  They  are  generally 
them  with  the  Gospel.  thoughtful,  insightful,  relevant, 

Barney  Smith  Jr.  and  reflective  of  the  evangelical 

Columbia  imperative.  You  do  a  com- 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  tetters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi  copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  corrc'Spondent  must  irK  lude- 
an  addrea  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  crxtp- 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  rei  eive  priority  wht'n  sftace 
is  limited.) 


GIVE  ACCOUNT 


Letters  must  he  limitid  to  250 
words.  All  correspondent  e  is 
subjer  t  to  erliting. 


Corresfjonrk'nts  should  retrain 
from  personal  attiii  ks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  tht'  edi 
tor  do  not  ruK  essarily  reflet  t  the 
views  of  tht'  Mississipfti  BafUist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period.. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  ruitice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Invest  with  someone 
you  know  and  trust! 

•  Traditional  and  Roth  IRAs 

•  Rollover  and  Spousal  IRAs 

•  Personal  Investment 
Accounts 

For  Annuity  Board  participants 
and  their  spouses. 

1-800-262-0511 

Um  vs’H’yc.ahshc.org 


IS  Available 


•  ■-VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  845-6843,  and  we  will  send  you  a  summa- 
MUSIC  sought  by  church  averaging  ry  description  of  the  church,  after  which 
I  to  in  Sunday  School.  Please  e-mail  you  may  submit  a  resume  if  you  fed  led  to 
resume  to  mwsigB^icksburg.com  or  consider  this  pla<  t-  of  service.  _ 
fax  to  (601)  63^7574  or  mail  to  TOPEKA  BAPflST  CHURCH  located 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old  1 2  miles  south  of  Monticello  is  seeking 
Hwy.  27,  Vkrkslwrg,  MS  a  bi-vocational  minister  of  music. 

MiNISTfR  OF  STUDENTS  NEEDED  Primary  responsibilities  include  direct- 
with  some  musical  background  pre-  ing  music  during  regular  worship  ser- 
fened.  Full-time  position.  Send  resume  vices,  and  special  music/drama  presen- 
to:  North  Winocu  Baptist  Church,  602  tations  during  the  year.  Send  resumes 
Alherta  Drive,  Winona,  MS  38967  or  fax  to:  Topeka  Baptist  Church,  807  China 
to  (662)  283-5004.  Grove  Road,  layess,  MS  3964 1 . 

roSlTlON  AVAilARlE  FOR  PIANIST  NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
at  Lakeshore  Baptist  Church,  lackson.  Lauderdale  Association  is  seeking  a  bi- 
Phone:  (601)  373-6677.  vocational  minister  of  music.  Ftx  mexe 

BHAR  HMI  baptist  CHURCH,  Fkm?nce,  infcxmation  please  call  the  church  office  at 
MS,  is  seeking  a  God-called  man  (or  pastor.  (601)693-4490  or  send  information  to: 
If  you  fed  that  God  may  be  leading  you.  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  6573  Hwy  1 45 
please  corgaci  the  church  office  at  (601)  Scxrth,  Mcvidian,  MS  39301. 


EvM^fiiBRi  BiUp  Confrrrnee 
Hoit  OnrdK  lUC  IWpmWp-  MS 
.An^  4  *  7.  2002 

I'Mlorrd  fffrtkm:  noon  arMion  Jtira  Viraarr 
M  pjB.  aeaaiom  Or.  John  SiJfciwi.  Dr.  Junior  HiB. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

God  wants  me  to  be  under  control 

Daniel  1:1-15 


tion?  To  whom  would 
tlu'N  h.n  e  to  aaswer?  Not 
paa'nts  or  teachers;  they 
wea'  tivnaj;ers,  captives 
in  a  toa’ign  culture.  It 
would  be  easy  to  accept 
their  captors'  plan,  but 
Daniel  kaiew  the  king’s 
rations  had  been  part  of 
pagan  idol  worship. 

Partaking  would  hayj* 
amounted  to  his  approval  indulgence 
itude  for  of  pagan  worship.  The  fixid  was  viewed  as  r 
g,  well-  alsc^  "unclean"”  according  to  It's  a  "me  fii 
erstand,  Israel's  dietary  laws.  Daniel  had  attitude  wh 
‘  in  the  "resolved  not  to  defile  him.self  ate  gratific 
r  1:3*4).  with  the  royal  fixxl  and  wine!"  Humanist  N 
teena^  /Rather  than  "compromise  his  con-  this  world' 
ach,  and  victions,  Daniel  used  great  self-  alone  is  resf 
ti  for  a  control  and  courage,  refusing  ization  of 
)d.  New  that  which  was  wrong  for  him  dreams  ...  h 
h  refer-  and  displeasing  to  Grxl.  Taking  the  power  f( 
ds  were  this  stand  honored  an  earlier  life-  The  Ch 
were  to  long  commitment.  Anticipating  realizes  th; 
nd  liter-  our  future  temptations  and  mak-  empowers  i 
•robably  ing  a  spiritum  commitment  in  pline,  restra 
the  pn-  advance  is  a  key  to  successfully  so  that  oui 
Tie  spe-  meeting  temptations.  serve  and  h 

lount  of  Our  present  day  teaching.  The  Gre 
e  king’s  "Just  say  no  to  drugs"  is  an  control  use 
them.  example  of  pre-commitment,  translated 
?  Would  Someone  has  said  that  tempta-  refers  to  o 
)m  The  tion  is  using  God-driven  dri-  passions  a 
tempta-  ves,  such  as  hunger,  desire  to  words  are 


succeed,  or  sex,  in  a  God-dis-  story  of  Daniel,  but  the  idea  is 
pleasing  way.  The  first  chap-  clearly  displayed, 
ters  in  Daniel  tell  of  his  wis-  The  virtue  is  also  taught  in 
dom  in  reasoning  with  his  the  New  Testament.  In  1 

Iti-  Corinthians  9  Paul  explains 
lis-  how  he  controlled  his  actions 
in  so  that  he  "niight  by  all  means 
save  some."  The  Corinthians 
L?w,  were  also  faced  with  the  same 
an-  problem  Daniel  had  —  eating 
'er-  food  offered  to  idols.  Paul 
les,  warns  them  to  take  heed  lest 
;es.  their’''liberty"  (lack  of  self-con- 
ys"  trol)  became  a  stumbling  block 
“di-  to  the  weak:  Paul's  decision 
lar  was:  "If  what  1  eat  causes  my 
up  brother  to  fall  into  sin,  1  will 
lan  never  eat  meat  again"  (1 
?al-  Corinthians  8:13).  Peter  also 
his  included  "self-control"  in  his 
ielf  description  of  virtues  which 
should  characterize  Christians 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Unbridled  Ambition 

2  Samuel  15: 1  - 17:29 


By  Bart  Walker 


Walker  is  pastor  of  ParkuKty 
Church,  Natchez. 
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.r  i  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 

^  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

ping.  Nevvs  items  ancUor  photographs 
^  can  published  one  time  only. 

A  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

J  Articles  that  are  r>ot  date-sensitive  will 

be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

.  ,  -  .  Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 

no  text  attachrnents  will  be  acc^ed.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  ^ite.  instant  photos  arxi  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope.  ' 

are  iK)t  reprooucible.  OigitaT  photos  may 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Submit  nev.i  and  photographs  to  The 
the  who,  what,  whm,  where  details  of  either  (a)  ermail,  db)  three-and-a-half  inch  Bruitist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530  lackson 

the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  floppy  diskf  or  (c3  CD.  Photos  must  be  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-333o’ 
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dren  for  commercial  purposes,  or  the 
rape,  molestation,  incest,  prostitution  or 
other  such  forms  of  sexual  exploitation 
of  children  under  circumstances  which 
indicate  that  the  child's  health  or  wel¬ 
fare  is  harmed  or  threatened. 

Who  is  considered  to  be  a  child? 

-  A  person  who  has  not  reached 

his/her  eighteenth  birthday. 


Who  do  I  call  to  make  a 
report? 

A  report  may  be  made  to  the 
local  coun^  Department  of 
Human  Services  or  to  the  Hotline, 
1-800-222-8000,  a  statewide  toll- 
free  24-hour  line  that  is  answered 
seven  days  a  week. 


Loving  Our  Neighbor  Includes  includes  obscene  or  pornographic  pho- 
Loving  Our  Children  tographing,  filming  or  depiction  of  chil- 

dren  for  commercial  purposes,  or  the 
Yancey  rape,  molestation,  incest,  prostitution  or 

Consultant  other  such  forms  of  sexual  exploitation 

of  children  under  circumstances  which 

"See  that  you  do  not  took  down  on  one  of  indicate  that  the  child's  health  or  wel- 
these  little  ones.  For  I  tell  you  that  their  angels  fare  is  harmed  or  threatened. 
in  heaivn  alivays  see  the face  of  My  Father  in 

heaiKtt"  (MattJwiv  18:10).  Who  is  considered  to  be  a  child? 

->  "A  person's  a  person  no  matter 
how  small"  was  [>r.  Seuss' 
fcimous  line  in  the  book,  Horton 
Hears  a  Who.  Every  person  has 
value  and  should  be  treated  with 
respect.  Jesus  demonstrated  to  his 
disciples  that  children  were  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  him  by  say¬ 
ing  "Permit  the  little  children  to 

come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder  Yancey  seven  days  a  week, 
them,  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom 

of  heaven."  When  children  are  mistreated  What  happens  when  I  call  in  a 
someone  has  to  speak  for  them,  protect  report? 

them.  In  Mississippi  alone,  the  statistics  When  a  report  is  received,  an  investiga- 
<ire  staggering.  In  me  year  2000,  there  were  tion  begins  within  24-48  hours  dep^dmg 
900  suretanhated  physictil  abuse  cases,  on  foe  type  of  report.  First  foe  child  is  seen 
more  than  1,700  neglect  cases,  110  abuse  and  interviewed  privately.  Then  every 
and  neglect,  899  sexual  abuse  cases,  and  74  member  of  foe  household  is  seen  and 
children  suhered  both  emoticmal  abuse  interviewed  private- 
cind  neglect  according  to  an  article  on  ly.  At  least  one  non- 
WLBT.com  (April  26,  aX)2).  In  fact,  diild  family  member 
abuse  is  one  of  foe  top  three  causes  of  (teacher,  doctor,  etc.) 
death  in  children  and  youth  under  15  who  knows  the  child 
(after  guns  and  motor  vehicles),  is  interviewed. 

According  to  the  Mississippi  Family  When  facts  back  up 
CouTKil,  parental  abuse  of  children  under  an  abuse  report  foe 
10  years  old  is  up  to  40  times  more  likely  Department  will 
wifo  a  stepparent  in  the  home  than  wifo  malke  a  report  to  the 
two  biological  parents.  Non-parental  district  attorney 
abuse  is  5  times  as  likely  in  a  single-parent  wifoin  72  hours.  The 
home  as  in  a  two-parent  home,  wifo  most  district  attorney 
of  that  abuse  committed  by  foe  mofoer's  determines  whether 
boyfriend.  If  you  know  or  suspect  that  a  criminal  charges  can 
chud  is  being  abused,  would  you  anony-  be  filed, 
mously  call  1-800-222-8000?  Please  help 
make  the  difference  in  a  diild's  life.  Give  a  How  old  must  a 
little  girl  or  boy  the  chaiKe  to  grow  up  in  a  child  be  to  be  left 
safe  and  healfoy  environment.  alone  at  home? 

It  depends  on 

Questions  and  Answers  each  mdividual 

child's  maturity. 

What  is  an  abused  child? 

Who  may  report 

During  the  1996  Session  of  t^e  a  suspected  case  of  child  abuse? 
Mississippi  Legislature,  foe  defmition  of  Anybody, 

an  abused  child  was  amended  in 

SeAton  43-21-105(m),  Mississippi  Code  Do  people  who  are  reporting  a  sus- 
of  1972,  to  read  as  follows:  '  Ahysed  pected  case  of  child  abuse  have  to 
child"  means  a  child  whose  parent,  identify  themselves? 
guardian  or  custodian  or  any  person  No. 
responsible  for  his  care  or  support, 

whether  legally  obligated  to  do  so  or  What  will  happen  if  you  know  oi 
not,  has  causea  or  allowed  to  be  caused  abuse  and  don't  report  it? 
upon  said  child  sexual  abuse,  sexual  Upon  being  found  ^ilty,  foe  individ- 
exploitation,  emotional  abuse,  mental  ual  ^all  be  punishecT  by  a  fine  not  tc 
iniury,  non-accidental  physical  injury  or  exceed  Five  Thousand  Dollars 
other  maltreatment.  Provided,  however,  ($5,000.00),  or  by  imprisonment  m  jail  nol 
that  physical  discipline  (not  to  include  to  exc^  one  (1)  year,  or  both 
any  form  of  sexual  abuse)  performed  on  Mississippi  Code  of  1972,  Annotated 
a  child  by  a  parent,  guardian  or  custodi-  Section  43-21-353(7). 
al  shall  only  be  deemed  to  be  abuse  ,  .  , 

under  this  paragraph  when  a  licensed  What  are  some  indicators  of  abuse? 
physician  has  determined  that  physical  ,  .  .  .  ■ 

injury  has  occurred.  "Sexual  abuse"  Physical  Abuse:  unexplained  bruises 


What  happens  when  I  call  in  a 
report? 

When  a  report  is  received,  an  investiga¬ 
tion  begins  within  24-48  hours  dependmg 
on  foe  type  of  report.  First  foe  child  is  seen 
«ind  interviewed  privately.  Then  every 
member  of  foe  household  is  seen  and 
interviewed  private¬ 
ly.  At  least  one  non¬ 
family  member 
(teacher,  doctor,  etc.) 
who  knows  the  child 
is  interviewed. 

When  facts  back  up 
an  abuse  report  foe 
Department  will 
maixe  a  report  to  the 
district  attorney 
wifoin  72  hours.  The 
district  attorney 
determines  whether 
criminal  charges  can 
be  filed. 

How  old  must  a 
child  be  to  be  left 
alone  at  home? 

It  depends  on 
each  mdividual 
child's  maturity. 

Who  may  report 
a  suspectea  case  of  child  abuse? 

Anybody. 

Do  people  who  are  reporting  a  sus¬ 
pected  case  of  child  abuse  have  to 
identify  themselves? 

No. 

What  will  happen  if  you  know  of 
abuse  and  don't  report  it? 

Upon  being  found  guilty,  foe  individ¬ 
ual  ^aU  be  punishecT  by  a  fine  not  to 
exceed  Five  Thousand  Dollars 
($5,000.00),  or  by  imprisorunent  in  jail  not 
to  exceed  one  (1)  year,  or  both. 
Mississippi  Code  of  1972,  Annotated 
Section  43-21-353(7). 

What  are  some  indicators  of  abuse? 

Physical  Abuse:  unexplained  bruises. 


welts,  human  bite  marks,  bald  spots; 

unexplained _ 

bums,  cigarette 
or  immersion 
bums;  unex- 
plained  frac- 
tures,  lacera- 
tions,  or  abra- 

sions.  1 

Neglect  Y  !i*^. 

Abuse:  aban-  ^  ^  ^ 

d  o  n  m  e  n  t ; 

unattended  ^ 

medical  needs;  W 

consistent  lack  ^ 

of  supervision; 

consistent  ' 

hunger;  inappropriate  dress;  and  poor 

hygiene. 

^xual  Abuse:  tom,  stained  or  blocxly 
underclothing;  pain  or  itching  in  foe  gem- 
tal  area;  difficulty  walking  or  sitting;  bruis¬ 
es  or  bleeding  in  foe  external  genitalia; 
venereal  disease;  frequent  urinary  or  yecist 
infections. 

Emotional  Abuse:  speech  disorders; 
delayed  physical  development;  sub¬ 
stance  abuse;  increased  severity  in  exist¬ 
ing  conditions. 


VICTIMS  OF 
MALTREAT¬ 
MENT 


Nationally, 
approximately 
8^,000  children 
were  found  to  be 
victims  of  child  mal- 
treatment. 
Maltreatment  cate¬ 
gories  typically 

mclude  neglect, 
medical  neglect, 
physical  abuse,  sex¬ 
ual  abuse,  and  psy¬ 
chological  maltreat¬ 
ment.  Almost  two- 
foirds  of  child  vic¬ 
tims  (63%)  suffered 
neglect  (including 
medical  neglect);  19 
percent  were  physi¬ 
cally  abused;  TO  ^r- 
cent  were  sexually  abusw;  and  8  percent 
were  psychologically  maltreated. 

The  rate  of  diild  victims  per  1,000  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  population  had  oeen  decreas¬ 
ing  steadily  from  15.3  victims  per  1,000 
children  in  the  population  in  1993  to  11.8 
victims  per  1,0(J0  children  in  foe  popula¬ 
tion  in  1999.  The  victimization  rate 
increased  slightly  to  12.2  per  1,000  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  ye<ir  ZOOO.  Whether  or  not  this 
is  a  trend  cannot  be  determined  until  addi¬ 
tional  data  cire  collected. 

Victimization  rates  declined  as  age 
increased.  The  rate  of  victimization  for 
children  in  foe  age  group  of  birth  to  3 
years  oldAvas  15.7  victims  per  1,000  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  same  age.  The  rate  of  victim¬ 
ization  for  children  ages  16  and  17  was  5.7 
victims  per  1,000  children  of  the  same  age 
in  the  population.  Victimization  rates  were 
similar  for  male  and  female  victims  (11.2 


and  12.8  per  1,000  children  respectively) 

_ _  except  for  victims 

of  sexual  abuse. 

_  The  rate  for  sexual 

abuse  was  1.7  vic- 
tims  per  1,000 
female  children 
compared  to  0.4 
victims  per  1,000 
male  children. 

More  thagjialf 
of  all  victims  were 
White  (51%);  a 
quarter  (25%) 
were  African 
American;  15  per¬ 
cent  were 

Hispanic.  American  Indian /Alaska 
Natives  accounted  for  2  percent  of  victims, 
cind  Asian/Pacific  Islanders  accounted  for 
1  percent  of  victims. 

PERPETRATORS 

Most  States  define  perpetrators  of  child 
abuse  or  neglect  as  parents  and  other  care¬ 
takers,  such  as  relatives,  babysitters,  and 
foster  parents,  who  have  maltreated  a 
cl^d.  Sixty  percent  of  peipetrators  were 
females  and  40  percent  were  males.  The 
median  age  of  female  perpetrators  was  31 
years;  foe  median  age  of  male  perpetrators 
was  M  years. 

More  than  80  percent  of  victims 
(84%)  were  abused  by  a  parent  or  par¬ 
ents.  Mothers  acting  alone  were  respon¬ 
sible  for  47  percent  of  neglect  victims 
and  32  percent  of  physical  abuse  vic¬ 
tims.  Nonrelatives,  fathers  acting  alone, 
and  other  relatives  were  responsible  for 
29  percent,  22  percent  and  19  percent, 
respectively,  of  sexual  abuse  victims. 

SUMMARY 

Child  abuse  and  n^ect  continues  to  be 
a  sig^iificant  problem  m  foe  United  States. 
These  statistics  can  help  us  understand  foe 
scope  of  foe  problem,  who  is  affected,  and 
what  type  or  services  are  being  provided 
W  State  and  local  agencies.  Source: 
Children's  Bureau  Aemunistration  on 
Children,  Youth  and  Families:  National 
CNjld  Abuse  and  Neglect  Data  System 
(N5\NDA)  Sumnuiry  of  Kw  Findings 
from  Calendar  Year  2000,  April  2002. 


It  Mill  ■ri’  inlrii  slfil 

111  I  ;  I  i*i\  inu 

(  hrisli.in  \i  linn  iipil.ili'"’ 

\  i.)  Ihi*  inicrnci  .mil  will 
h.iri'  this  inforin.ilion  will 
I  ii  iuls  .iiul  your  i  liun  h, 
iliMsi'  (‘-rnail  us  .il 
I  wood  "  nilu  li.ori;. 

In--  ludr  \()ur  nainr, 

.  -Idti  s-.  |.li()nr  iniml)‘  i 
and  <  luiic  h  n.iim  . 


I 


Mississippi  Baptist 


Youth  Night 


July  19,  2002 


Photos  by  william  h.  Perkins  Jr 


